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FOREWORD

IT IS a very responsible thing to translate the Holy
Scriptures from their original languages, Hebrew, Ar-
amaic and Greek, into modern speech. Translating ‘the
IToly Scriptures means a rendering into another language
the thoughts and sayings of the heavenly Author of this
sacred library of sixty-six books, Jehovah God, which
holy men of long ago put down in writing under inspira-
tion for our benefit today. - - :

That is a sobering thought. The translators who have a
[ear and love of the Divine Author of the Holy Scriptures
[eel especially a responsibility toward Him to transmit
his thoughts and declarations as accurately as possible.
They also feel a responsibility toward the searching read-
ers of the modern translation who depend upon the in-
spired Word of the Most High God for their everlasting
salvation. : . . iy

It was with such a sense of solemn responsibility that
the committee of dedicated men have produced the New
World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, over the
course of many years. As soon as each part of the transla-
lion became available for publication it was turned over
Lo the publishers for printing, all together in six volumes.
The New World Translation of the Christian Greek
Scriptures, containing the twenty-seven books from Mat-
thew through A Revelation, first appeared in 1950. In
due order the volumes of the New World Translation of
the Hebrew-Aramaic Scriptures appeared, the first vol-
ume in 1953, the second in 1955, the third in 1957, the
fourth in 1958, and the fifth in 1960,

From the start of the work it was the desire of the
translators to have all these contemplated volumes
brought together in the form of one book, inasmuch as
the Holy Scriptures are in fact one book by the One Au-
thor. To this end, as soon as the final volume of the series
had been issued in 1960, the committee set to work to
prepare the entire translation for publication under one
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15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 because by means of him all
[other] things were created in the heavens and upon the earth, the things visible and the things invisible, no
matter whether they are thrones or lordships or governments or authorities. All [other] things have been
created through him and for him. 17 Also, he is before all [other] things and by means of him all [other] things
were made to exist,
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16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for
him:17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.
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3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
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3 All things came into existence through him, and apart from him not even one thing came into
existence.

%

+ % 8 ! ) !



